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Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Discovered in Mission Hills

Now that Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) has been discovered in Mission Hills, the City is plan-
ning two informational workshops for residents to learn more about the City’s policy with 
regard to street trees that are Ash as well as how the City will address private Ash trees 
affected by EAB.  The two identical sessions, one on a weeknight and one on a Saturday, 
will include information about treatment options as well. Please see Page 2 for dates and 
times of the seminars.

Saturday, 
September 19, 2015
Place items at curb by 
7:00 a.m.

Be sure to sign up with 
Notifyjoco to receive a 
reminder about this or 
any event!

Heavy Trash Day As I write this it is raining – AGAIN!  We needed the rain this spring 
and our landscaping and flowers show the good results.  Since the end 
of April we have had many heavy rains.  They have tested our stormwa-
ter system and the system has done well! When I first took office as your 
mayor in 2009, I wrote that changes were coming.  One of those chang-
es was the need to invest in our outdated and undersized stormwater 
system. In 2009 engineers completed a study and identified $2.5 million 
worth of “immediate repairs.” 
Those were just part of a total of more than $22 million of needed 

improvements to upgrade an aging system that required larger capaci-
ties to handle increased runoffs.  With our typical $5-7 million annual budget, of which 
$1.2 is typically steered toward capital improvements, those are daunting numbers.  In 
2011, the City Council enacted a five-year special Stormwater assessment giving us an 
additional $500,000 per year to augment our capital improvement budget to address 
the immediate repair needs.  Through careful contract management and application for 
matching funds from County, State, and Federal sources, those funds have been doubled 
and we were able to work on the most urgent needs.
The recent spring and summer rains have demonstrated how well the over $5 million 

in stormwater system improvements have safely dealt with a growing amount of storm 
runoff.  Streets that we all use frequently, such as State Line and Tomahawk, used to 
flood in very heavy rains.  Now they don’t.  The low water crossing gates at Belinder 
and Indian Lane don’t have to be closed as often as they did prior to improvements 
in those creek crossings.  A new bridge on 63rd Street near Hiawasee Park will soon 
improve stream flow and reduce erosion and damage to utilities at the intersection of 
Indian Lane, Wenonga, and 63rd Street.  The less urgent needs are being addressed as 
well.  As streets are resurfaced, storm drains are repaired and in many cases the storm-
water pipes are enlarged.
While your elected Council members continue to provide excellent oversight and due 

diligence, our City employees deserve a great deal of credit for assessing the areas of 
greatest need, gathering engineering and contractor proposals, ensuring plans, and
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Mission Hills City Hall will host two seminars
regarding the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB). The dates 
are Tuesday, July 28 at 7:00 PM and Saturday, 
September 19 at 10:00 AM. Both seminars will be 
held at City Hall at 6300 State Line Road.

The Kansas Forest Service will present EAB back-
ground and treatment information. City staff will also 
review the City’s Management Plan for detection, 
infestations, removal and/or treatment, and restora-
tion.

For more information, please contact City Hall at 
(913) 362-9620.

Continued from Page 1
schedules are met with the least amount of disruption to our residents, and overseeing the daily work of these 
contractors.  For any City government to work well, oversight responsibilities of elected officials must be matched 
by technical competence and experience of City employees.  I assure you we have a great staff to work with!  The 
next time you safely drive our City in heavy storms give your appreciation to the City’s staff and know that they 
are one of the reasons this City is so great!

New Phone App For Mission Hills
Mission Hills residents have a new way to connect with the City.  The City of Mission Hills is excited 

to launch the MyCommunity phone application on August 1, 2015.  This free, new civic engagement 
platform will allow residents to connect with their local government using a smart phone. The City Council 
elected to launch the application to increase resident’s access to City information. Users will be able to look up 
information about upcoming events, elected officials, community parks, building permits, and utility service 
providers. One of the features of the application is a common City calendar that can be selectively integrated 
with the user’s personal calendar. The calendar’s personalization features will allow residents to choose what 
information they receive. An example of this feature is adding heavy trash collection days or rescheduling trash 
collection due to a holiday to a personal calendar.

Users will also have the option to receive “push” notifications.  These are notifications sent by the City to 
give residents current information about committees and their meetings, updates on road improvements, 

and emergencies. This app has also been linked with the emergency notification system, Notify JoCo, so 
that residents can select to receive notifications from Johnson County. If residents do not wish to receive 
notifications while out of town or on vacation, all push features can be turned off and on at the user’s discretion. 
To download the app, search “Mission Hills” in Google Play for Androids or in the iTunes store for iOS 
products. The city’s app has a purple background with an image of the Verona Columns on it and may be after 
several other apps with the words “Mission Hills” in their title.

EAB Seminars

	       

On April 30, the City finalized its purchase of the 
streetlight system from Kansas City Power and 
Light (KCPL). The City now owns and maintains all 
streetlights located in Mission Hills. The purchase 
included 395 lights, 67 of which are decorative. 

The City has an annual contract with Black and 
McDonald for maintenance of the lights.
	
Should you notice a streetlight out, please notify 
City Hall. The purchase of the lights will result in a 
$40,000 savings annually over the first 10 years, 
and beyond the ten year mark savings will grow to 
$100,000 annually.

City Purchases Streetlights From KCP&L
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Your Democracy in Action

In April, the registered voters of Mission Hills went to the polls and elected the council members. David 
Dickey was reelected and is now serving his second term in office. Beverly Brooks and Braden Perry were 
both elected for their first terms. Dan Sullivan was appointed by the Mayor to fill the Council seat left vacant 
after Roy Farchmin resigned from the City Council to spend more time with his family.

All council positions are elected at-large and a term of office is for four years. The Council and Mayor 
serve staggered terms so as to have continuity in government. The next election will take place in 2017. 
Barbara Nelson and Dan Sullivan will be able to run for reelection. The position of Mayor is limited to two 
consecutive terms. As Mayor Boeshaar is in his second term, the position of Mayor will be open in the 2017 
elections. Thank you to all who voted in the 2015 elections. 

Mayor Rick Boeshaar swears in Braden Perry and Beverly Brooks. Mr. Perry was joined by his 
two sons, Briggs and Des and wife Addie (not pictured) Mr. Perry served on the Board of Zoning 
Appeals and the Crime Prevention and Safety Committee prior to his election. Mrs. Brooks (right 
of Mr. Perry) is pictured with her children Davis and Catherine . Mrs. Brooks has been active in 
the Pembroke Hill community and with several not-for-profit organizations.

Spring 2016 Tree Planting

In an ongoing effort to keep our tree canopy varied, vibrant, and expansive, the City will offer another round of right-
of-way (R.O.W.) tree planting next Spring.  Trees planted in the R.O.W. are referred to as street trees and are planted, 
pruned, sprayed, maintained, and removed (if necessary) at the City’s expense.  In return, the City asks that you keep 
the tree free from mechanical damage from lawnmowers and string trimmers to help ensure its success.  If you are 
interested in acquiring a tree for the right-of-way abutting your property, place contact City Hall at (913) 362-9620 to 
have the tree area evaluated by Jesse Kirk, Consulting Arborist. Jesse will be happy to meet residents at their homes 
to discuss potential planting sites and suggested species.  If the proposed planting site meets the requirements for 
planting a street tree (the arborist generally considers spacing, amount of sunlight, location of private trees, location 
of utilities, etc.), a tree will be offered for planting in the Spring of 2016.
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Out on a Limb: Tree Talk
by George L. Eib, and Jesse Kirk, Consult-

ing Arborists

George L. Eib

Tree and Plant Right-Of-
Way Permit

Summer Checklist

 Watch for spider mites and 
bag worms on your evergreens, 
burning bushes, and other plants. 
If found, have them sprayed twice 
approximately 2-3 weeks apart.

 August 15th through September is 
the best time to overseed your lawn. 
It is important to control weeds prior 
to seeding by spraying a herbicide 
four weeks prior.

 Be sure to keep vines and ivy 
from growing up into the interior of 
trees, pines, evergreens, and other 
plants as they can damage the full 
growth of the plants. It is best to cut 
the vine and let die and then remove.  

 Do not let your dogs urinate on 
plant material as it will kill the plants.

 Fertilize as needed any broad leaf 
evergreens and all acid-loving plants 
in July. 

 Mow grass at least 3” as long as 
it continues to grow. As the weather 
cools, begin to cut to a shorter 
height. Grass longer than 1.5” can 
mat under snow cover, making it 
more susceptible to damage. Fertilize 
early to mid-fall with a fall formulated 
brand. 

 Keep mower blades sharp. A dull 
blade shreds the ends of the leaf 
blades giving the lawn a whitish look 
and making the lawn susceptible to 
disease. 

The width varies from street to street, but typically the R.O.W. 
extends approximately 10’ from the back of the curb toward 
the abutting property. The City has authority to regulate activi-
ties that take place within the R.O.W. Over the years, the City 
of Mission Hills has instituted policies regarding what projects 
can occur in the R.O.W.  The goal of these policies is to protect 
the public’s safety, limit conflicts, and maintain the aesthetic 
beauty of the tree lined streets in our garden community.

Tree and Plant R.O.W. Permit:  In 2014, the City of 
Mission Hills implemented a Tree and Plant R.O.W. Permit 
to better address any issues before they become problematic. 
Anyone particpating in a major construction project or altering 
the R.O.W. must fill one out. It consists of a series of  ques-
tions regarding proposed plantings and removals in the R.O.W. 
Trees planted in the R.O.W. are street trees. The City plants, 
prunes, sprays, and removes trees located in the R.O.W. It is 
unlawful to remove any tree in the R.O.W. without first receiv-
ing permission from the City. If a property owner is proposing 
to remove a City tree for a construction project the tree will be 
evaluated and appraised according to the Council of Landscape 
Appraisers Value and that cost assessed to the homeowner. The 
City discourages homeowners from planting in the R.O.W. as 
underground utilities are often in the R.O.W. and utilities have 
the right to remove plantings in the R.O.W. If a homeowner is 
proposing adding landscaping to the R.O.W. it will be evalu-
ated for future conflicts with street trees and the design guide-
lines as well as line of site issues before permission will be 
given.

If you have any questions as to whether you need to fill out 
a R.O.W. permit, please call Jesse Kirk at (913) 406-2514 or 
email him at jakirkmhks@gmail.com. The permit is available 
on the City’s website or by calling City Hall to request a copy. 

Jesse Kirk

What is the right-of-way 
(R.O.W.)?  The public R.O.W. is 
the area that includes the street, 
sidewalk, and some property 

along the street that is owned by a 
city or county.

The city observed Arbor Day on June 8th 
by planting an American Yellowwood on 
the City Hall lawn. Kim Bomberger, our 
district community forester of the Kansas 
Forest Service presented the “Tree City 
U.S.A.” Award. This makes the 23rd year 
for the City to be certified as a “Tree City 
U.S.A.”
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The City Council recently approved changes to the City’s zoning ordinances regarding the Architectural 
Review Board.  The Council had requested that the Planning Commission review ARB procedures to see 
if changes should be made in light of three issues: 1) the heavy workload of the ARB; 2) how to increase 
the architectural/design expertise for review of Substantial Construction projects; and 3) how to best avoid 
the appearance of conflicts of interest.  After many discussions, the Planning Commission held a public 
hearing regarding the proposed changes and recommended them to the City Council for approval.  The 
approved changes involve Board membership, voting requirements for Substantial Construction projects 
(other than pools and sport courts), hearings for projects when no representative is present, and the 
creation of a Plan Review Panel that will review Substantial Construction projects (other than pools and 
sport courts) before they go to the Architectural Review Board. 

ARB Membership
In addition to five standing members, there will be three alternate members who are also appointed by the 

Mayor with the approval of the City Council.  Both standing members and alternate members are required 
to be residents of the City.  This will help with quorum issues when members must excuse themselves for 
conflict of interest reasons or are not able to attend meetings.  Although not required, the Mayor and Council 
give consideration to the appointment of members and alternates who have a background in design, building 
construction, architecture, engineering, and landscape architecture.

Voting Requirements for Substantial Construction Projects (Other than Pools and Sport Courts)
Substantial Construction projects are defined as any new principal building, an addition of 3,000 sq. ft. or 

more to an existing principal building, an addition of which results in at least a 50% increase of the footprint 
or square footage of the overall structure, and certain pools and sport courts.  The revised ordinance requires 
that five members and/or alternates vote on Substantial Construction projects (other than pools and sport 
courts).  The requirement of three affirmative votes to approve a project remains the same.

Hearing Procedure When Representative is Not Present
The applicant or a representative must be present at the ARB hearing to answer questions from the Board 

regarding the project.  The revised Zoning ordinance states that in the event that neither the applicant nor 
a representative asks for the matter to be continued nor appears at the hearing on two occasions, the ARB 
may deny the application without consideration of the required findings listed in Section 5-146 of the Zoning 
Ordinance.

Plan Review Panel for Substantial Construction Projects (Other than Pools and Sport Courts)
Many cities give a staff recommendation to boards and committee regarding proposals.  The ordinance 

revision creates a Plan Review Panel that will review Substantial Construction projects (other than pools 
and sport courts) and make a panel recommendation to the ARB on whether the ARB should approve, 
approve with stipulations, or deny the project.  The ARB must agree with the Panel’s recommendation or 
provide sufficient justification for not following the recommendation. The Plan Review Panel will consist of 
the City Architect, City Administrator, Planner, and two other consulting professional architects/designers.  
The meeting with the Plan Review Panel will be scheduled once an official submittal of the project has been 
made and will take place before the ARB hearing of the project which usually takes place 5-6 weeks after the 
official submittal of the project.  The meeting with the Plan Review Panel does not take the place of the Pre-
Application Conference.  The ARB meeting will remain the public hearing where neighbors and interested 
parties are allowed to comment and an approval or denial of the project is made.  

These changes will go into effect on August 1, 2015.  Only Substantial Construction projects submitted 
to the City on or after August 1, 2015 will be required to meet with the Plan Review Panel.  

Changes to Architectural Review Board Procedures
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New Police Chief For Prairie Village Means New Chief for Mission Hills

 

Other Promotions:  left to right
Capt. Byron Roberson – Patrol Division Commander

Sgt. Eric McCullough – Patrol Division Supervisor
Sgt. Jason Kuder – Professional Standards Sergeant

Cpl. Adam Taylor – Patrol Division Supervisor
Cpl. Luke Roth – Patrol Division Supervisor

The Columns is published three 
times a year for the residents 

of  Mission Hills.

Mayor:
Rick Boeshaar

City Council:
Beverly Brooks
David Dickey

Barbara Nelson
Braden Perry
Dan Sullivan

City of  Mission Hills
Ph: 913-362-9620
Fax: 913-362-0673

www.missionhillsks.gov

Tim Schwartzkopf was promoted to 
Chief of Police for the City of Prai-
rie Village, KS in April 2015. Chief 
Schwartzkopf has served the City of 
Prairie Village and Mission Hills for 
21 years starting his career as a police 
officer in 1994. He was promoted to 
the rank of corporal in 1997, sergeant 
in 2002, and captain in 2005. As a 
Division Commander, he managed the 
Staff Services, Patrol, and Investiga-
tions Divisions.

Chief Schwartzkopf holds a Bachelors 
Degree from the University of Kansas 
and is currently a graduate student in 
the Masters of Public Administration 
Program at KU.  He is a graduate of 
the 200th Session of Northwestern 
University’s School of Police Staff and 
Command and the 238th Session of 
the FBI’s National Academy.  He is a 
member of the International Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police and the FBI’s 
National Academy Associates.


