
 
 
 

October 14, 2016 
 
 

Re: 63rd Street Road and Bridge – Arrrggh! 
 
 
Dear Residents: 
 
I apologize to you for the many circumstances that have caused the 63rd Street bridge and road 
projects to take longer than we expected.  Built into the plan to reopen a new road and bridge by 
Nov. 1 were several weeks of contingency days.  If we were slowed by weather or other 
unexpected events, we had these days to fall back on to get the road opened by Nov 1.  
 
Two years of planning went into this project.  The Council voted to put away reserve funds so 
that we would not have to borrow.  The City staff applied for and received matching funds from 
the County.  The staff met with those utilities that were willing to participate and work with us 
for a smooth project.  Because of the prolonged road closure with the bridge out, every utility 
was affected and elected to increase or improve their pipes, lines, or connections along 63rd 
Street. 
 
Bridge design and elevation options were studied.  Solutions to flooding during heavy rains and 
erosion of the intersection due to stream flow were considered.  The Council reviewed the 
options and previewed them with local residents.  A plan was finalized and designs were 
completed and approved prior to the start.  Every detail was attended to and, we thought, every 
contingency considered.  “The best laid plans…”  
 
One utility, that had not chosen to participate in our early planning, suddenly decided to replace 
its pipes.  No worry then, we had contingency time still to spare.  Another utility took longer 
than it had planned to clear the old bridge, but when they finally finished we still had some 
“wiggle room” in our timing.  Our undoing came from the bridge’s engineers.  A well-respected 
company that is known for its bridge engineering has, so far, made six changes since the project 
started – the most recent one causing the construction crew to wait for re-designed structural 
pieces that will now cause the project to go beyond its November 1 promised completion date. 
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To add to everyone’s frustration, as we were paving 63rd Street from State Line to Aberdeen in 
September, a yard maintenance company decided to drive around the road-closed signs, cutting 
through a private driveway, in order to take a shorter route to a customer.  He drove on the not 
yet dry or solid pavement, leaving ruts that would lead to potholes and give the new road a much 
shorter life span.   
 
So our attempt to give some relief to 63rd Street residents who have been long inconvenienced 
was foiled.  At this time of year asphalt companies are so busy with so many road projects that 
scheduling the north lane “re-do” had to be pushed out one month. 
 
We have all been inconvenienced by this project.  No one more so than the people who live 
along that street.  Residents and neighboring communities all share the desire to have this road 
open and unencumbered.  Elected officials, City staff, and contractors are working to get it 
completed before the holiday season.  Please know that we have done and will continue to do the 
best we can to provide a safe, new roadway – one that will last a long time before this kind of 
significant repair will have to be done again.   
 
PLEASE VOTE IN THE NOVEMBER 8TH GENERAL ELECTION!! 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Richard T. Boeshaar 
Mayor of Mission Hills  


	October 14, 2016

